Post-Secondary Planner
9th Grade
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop Study, Time Management, Test-taking, and Stress Management skills.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Start Career Search. Use internet sites, interest inventories, career fairs, and discussion with teachers and parents. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in extra-curricular activities (athletic, nonathletic, volunteer, and work). Take leadership positions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Plan classes based on future career/ college goals. Challenge yourself to take more difficult classes. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Start to build relationships with teachers and staff who can write recommendations and serve as mentors later.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Get to know your counselor.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Have good attendance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Talk about future options with family/parents.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Start saving money for college. 

10th Grade

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue skill development.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Stay involved in extracurricular activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Become familiar with your transcript and plan future classes. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue Career Search. Refine ideas and choices. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Job Shadowing experiences in careers of interest.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Attend college fairs/ open houses.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Take the PLAN test.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Attend Sophomore planning conference with Counselor (May)
11th Grade

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Review your transcript and progress towards graduation. Take the most difficult courses you can.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue activities, volunteer, and work experiences.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Focus on matching interests/abilities and career goals to appropriate postsecondary choice.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Establish a tentative career goal/ Make a decision on postsecondary plans. (College, Military, Work)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Identify admission requirements and deadlines for colleges of interest. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Register for and take the ACT and/or SAT. See your counselor about a fee waiver. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Identify people to write recommendations for you. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research prospective colleges.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Visit with college representatives.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Tour campuses: sit in on classes, meet with admissions counselor, ask questions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Begin scholarship search. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Discuss financial options with family/parents. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Begin organizing a calendar with scholarship, college admissions, and financial aid deadlines.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prepare your resume.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue to save money for college. 
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12th Grade
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Strengthen academic and personal skills.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue activities, volunteer, work experiences. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Request recommendation letters from teachers, advisors, and employers. Give them at least two weeks before the deadline to complete the letter. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Notify school counselor of all awards, scholarships, and college acceptance you receive!

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Review your transcript/ meet with counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Update your resume.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Attend Senior planning conference with Counselor (October)
College-Bound

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Visit with college representatives.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Tour colleges of interest/ Attend college fairs. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Work on college application essays.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Begin submitting college applications in Fall. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Take the ACT/SAT if you have not already. Re-test if necessary.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue to apply for scholarships.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Attend a financial aid workshop. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Determine if you qualify for scholarships/grants at the schools you have chosen. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Apply for financial aid. Submit Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible after January 1. Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Have transcripts and test scores sent to colleges where you have applied—at least 2 weeks before deadline
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Make a college decision based on educational goals and financial needs. Notify all schools of final decision. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Notify your college about any outside scholarships you have received. 

Military

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Begin talking with military recruiter.
Workforce

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Create resume.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Practice interviewing and job skills.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Networking.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct Job search.
