THE COLLEGE APPLICATION

The college application is your opportunity to make a good impression on the college of your choice.  You won’t get a second chance to make that first impression.

With the exception of the service academies, the college application process begins in the fall of your senior year.  You should follow these steps:

1. Get the application, either directly from the colleges or the internet. 

2. Make a copy of the applications before you fill them out.  Practice on the copy.

3. Organize your personal records, such as the resume and/or activity sheet. This will make it easier to fill out multiple applications.

4. Make a draft of all required essays.  Allow time to let them rest while you complete the application forms.

5. Read the directions carefully and obey all instructions.

6. Pay specific attention to the application deadlines. Allow enough time for your counselor to process her part of the application and send your transcripts.

7. Start with the simplest applications and save the most complex for last.

8. Type or print neatly.

9. Answer all questions.  Use N/A (not applicable) if the question does not apply.

10. Put your essays in their final form.

11. Select references wisely.  Use those who personally know you, your academic record, your strengths and your accomplishments.

12. Make a copy of each complete application for your records.

Most colleges mail their notification letters by April and you will have until May 1 to choose from colleges offering admission.  You should inform the guidance office when you receive a response to an application and notify all school to which you have been accepted of your decision.

