WRITING THE ESSAY

Colleges often include one or more essay questions on their applications.  Some schools require you to write on a specific topic; others request essays about personal goals and ambitions.  Essays give admissions officers an opportunity to evaluate your writing ability and to estimate your potential contribution to the non-academic life of the college.  It is helpful to describe previous jobs and to show how these jobs influenced the choice of a career or college major.  The essay may also describe family responsibilities, financial needs, travel experiences, and special circumstances which should be taken into consideration. There is no one way to write an effective essay, but the following is a list of some suggestions that will help you:


            DO





DO NOT

-  Try to capture the main idea


-  Use slang.

    in one sentence before writing.


-  Try to be “cute”.

-  Write clearly – if it sounds vague,


-  Use words you cannot define.

    change it.





-  Begin your essay with, “My name

-  Use words with which you feel


   is….”

    comfortable.




-  Digress from the original topic.

-  Express, not impress.



-  Continue your essay beyond

-  Edit and rewrite until your essay


   specified number of words.

    says what you mean.



-  Be too general – focus on one

-  Check all spelling and grammar


   meaningful episode in your life

    before typing your essay onto the


   rather than a complete history.

   application.

-  Be specific and use details.

-  Let the first draft sit a while before editing it



SAMPLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

(Taken from college applications)

-Since our knowledge is limited to the information provided, why not then use this opportunity to tell us anything you think we should know?

-What do you see as the turning points(s) or important events in your life and why do you view them as such?

-Who are the people who have done the most to influence your personal development and in what ways were they influential?

-What prominent person (past or present) do you particularly admire?  Why?

-What idea has most influenced your life?  Explain.

-What is the most critical moral, ethical, or social problem facing America?

-Describe your ideal of the honorable person.  Feel free to use examples.

-Discuss briefly the one or two extracurricular, work or community activities that have meant the most to you.

-Write a brief essay of 200-500 words on any topic of direct personal importance to you.

-What responsibility have you had for others and how has it affected your personal growth?

-Make up a question, state it clearly, and answer it.  Use your imagination, recognizing that those who read it will not mind being entertained.

-If you were given the opportunity to spend an evening with any one person, living, deceased, or fictional, whom would you choose and why?

-Please cite and discuss a literary quotation or brief passage that has special meaning to you.

-We invite you to reflect on an issue or experience that is significant to you or to your perspective on the world around you.  We do not ask a specific question or present a topic for this essay because the subject you choose tells us almost as much about you as the way you discuss it.  We encourage you to choose your own topic and write about it in a way consistent with both the topic and your personality.

-Write a personal essay of 250-500 words.  Use this essay to help us learn more about you- your experiences, values, or interests.  You might describe a person or event that has been especially influential in your life; you might write about your goals for the future; or you may write about anything that you feel will enable us to know you better.

-Describe a situation in which your values or beliefs caused conflict with someone you respect.  How was the situation resolved?

